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THOM’S THOUGHTS 
 

     I miss you all so much!  I did not plan to be gone from you at all, but here 

we are going into week four that I have needed to be away.  Major surgery 

will do that.  We do not plan on such things.  They simply enter our lives.  I 

will probably be gone from you for about six weeks or so altogether.  Then I 

will need to be “light duty” for a little longer.  But I know God’s got me! 

   

     As near as my doctor and I can figure, this neck injury first happened 

when I was in the second grade and got hit by a truck.  As the years of my 

life wore on since then the damage got progressively worse.  That part of my 

body finally simply broke down.  The discs in my neck were mangled 

beyond my body’s ability to heal.  Pain, numbness and weakness then ensued 

and overwhelmed me.  But I know God’s got me!  

 

     Three discs were removed and four vertebrae are now fused.  The fusing process has begun 

with a titanium ladder and purified cadaver bone.  It will be strong in about three months, but it 

actually takes about a year for the process of  my body healing and fusing to be complete.  My 

neck mobility is reduced by about 25%.  But the pain, numbness and weakness had probably 

caused that much loss already.  But I know God’s got me!  

 

     The majority of my pain is gone, though I still feel an occasional deep, dull ache.  The 

weakness was gone the day after surgery.  Yay!  The numbness will take a year or so to fully be 

gone.  My fingers on my left hand continue to burn and feel swollen.  But I know God’s got 

me!   

 

     I am wearing a stiff neck collar for these first six weeks.  I will then transition to the more 

familiar soft collar for another six weeks.  Then I will begin physical therapy to help re-

strengthen my weakened neck muscles.  Lotsa hard work ahead.  Lotsa fun…well…  But I 

know God’s got me!         (continued next page) 

   
 Harvey Park Christian Church 

                                                                                                               3401 South Lowell Blvd.  
 Denver CO 80236 
 

 

     Office–303-789-3142  
                                                                                       Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

  Vol. 57    November Issue    No.11  
 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

     HH

        HH  AArrvveeyy

      PPaaRRkk

          KK
 



  

(continued) 

     
     Two major surgeries in fifteen months is kinda rough.  I don’t wish it on anyone.  I have lost 

weight again.  That’s not such a bad thing.  But I certainly do not recommend doing weight loss 

this way!  Recovery is going slower than I thought it would.  I had hoped to be back with you in 

a couple of weeks.  That was not realistic.  But I know God’s got me!   
            

     I have trusted our Lord Jesus throughout this entire thing.  I have not once felt abandoned or 

ignored or left out by Him.  God is good!  All the time.  I know God’s got me! 

  

     Does that mean this has been easy?  Hardly!  It is very tough.  The struggle to feel well is 

hard.  But, my Lord and Savior, my God and King Jesus Christ is with me helping me through.  

Your prayers have also been a strong part of my healing.  Thank you each so much for them.  

Denise and I count on you to pray us thru!  Please continue to pray for us.  I know God’s got 

us!  

 

     It is now the week before Thanksgiving.  This wonderful, blest holiday is a highlight of the 

year for many of us.  Psalm 107:1 says, “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.”  We count on 

God’s goodness to get us through times like these.  Psalm 95:2 says, “Let us come before him 

with thanksgiving.”  How can we not?  Our God is always with us, no matter how rough and 

tough life gets.  Hebrews 12:28 says, “let us be thankful, and so worship God.”  Our giving 

thanks to our Lord and Savior is a way to worship him.  God’s got us all!  Let’s thank him! 

   

     My intent is to be back in the pulpit and in worship with you on Sunday December 3rd.  I am 

so proud of and thankful to Matthew Smith for filling the pulpit for us in my absence.  Thank 

You, Lord God, for bringing Matthew, Taylor and their family to us.  God always has a plan for 

us.  So let’s thank him.  God’s got us!  Let’s give him thanks! 

 

     No matter what happens in our lives, our God and Savior has always got us.  This 

Thanksgiving and always, let us give thanks to our God who will never let us go, and who 

always helps us thru.  God’s gotcha!  Count on him! 
 

In Christ with Great Thanks, Thom 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR DECEMBER 3rd 

 

       After worship on Sunday December 3rd we invite you to bring your crafts and baked 

goodies to church to sell.  Some people will bring stuff to sell.  Other people will be happy, 

willing customers eager to buy Christmas items.  A tithe of your sales to HPCC would be a 

nice way to say Thank You.  Let’s have fun! 



  

HANGING OF   THE GREENS 

 

     It is time to decorate our church for Christmas!  We will 

gather as church to do that on Saturday December 2nd from 

9:30 to 12 noon.  This year there is an extra Sunday between 

Thanksgiving and the first Sunday of Advent.  That means this Hanging of the Greens will not 

be on the Saturday after Thanksgiving.  That means that more people can come help out!  Let’s 

all get together for this fun event!  Bring Christmas cookies and treats to share.  Bring your 

favorite Christmas CD’s to share.  More hands will make the work quick, easy and fun.  Please 

help us get ready for Christmas and join in as we Hang the Greens at Harvey Park Christian 

Church!   

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS SEASON AT 

HARVEY PARK CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
 

     We have several opportunities to help people in need throughout the holiday season. 

Once again, the tree in the Entry Way will be decorated with your donations of children’s New 

Socks and Underwear items.  Many children coming to Community Ministry of Southwest 

Denver have no underwear at all.  Community Ministry tries to provide for each child.  

Personal hygiene items are also needed.  

     The table just inside the Fellowship Hall will be reserved for Stuffing.  Community Ministry 

needs 300 boxes of Stuffing for holiday boxes.  All the boxes and bags of Stuffing will be 

taken to Community Ministry for Thanksgiving, but we will continue to collect the boxes and 

bags until the second week in December. 

     Rather than many of us sending Christmas Cards to each other within the congregation, 

during worship, we will be sending around a card to sign during worship.  The money you 

would spend on Christmas cards to other members of the congregation will be collected for the 

Dress a Child campaign of Tennyson Center for Children.  The Dress a Child campaign 

provides a complete new outfit of clothing for a child.  Each outfit costs about $165.00 and 

includes shoes. 

     Another opportunity for giving is a Reverse Advent Calendar.  Take a holiday bag from 

the Outreach Table in the Fellowship Hall and put in it one non-perishable food item each day 

of Advent.  Bring your bag back on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day.  The items collected will 

be used to replenish our own Grace Cupboard and Community Ministry. 

     On December 10 and December 17, we will be collecting money for the Disciples of Christ 

Christmas Fund.  The money goes to support our regional ministries by providing resources and 

support, support and ordain new pastors, revitalize congregations, provide camps and retreats. 

The Christmas season is about giving.  How can you help? 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving from your Timothy (Matthew Smith): 
 

In this season of Thanksgiving, I want to thank, on behalf of my family, the community of 

believers at Harvey Park Christian Church. Not only have you all supported us emotionally, 

financially, and spiritually, but you have also afforded Taylor and myself amazing opportunity 

to experience practical church ministry. It is your acceptance and encouragement of a young 

pastor that has allowed me to grow in preaching, teaching, and church administration. We are so 

blessed to be a part of a church community that believes in preserving and teaching the Gospel 

message to future generations by supporting the Timothy’s and Priscilla's of today’s world. I 

have thoroughly enjoyed my time as your interim and look forward to our continued growth 

together under the leadership of Pastor Thom as we embark on all that God has planned for His 

Church. May God continue to bless you and your family in this Holiday Season.  

Matthew Smith, ministry intern.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“TRUNK OR TREAT” SUCCESS! 

 

This year, instead of a fall festival, Harvey Park Christian Church hosted a neighborhood trunk 

or treat. For those of you not familiar with trunk or treat, it is a safe event for families to enjoy a 

day of food, fellowship, and trick or treating. Members decorated their cars and donned 

costumes to provide 3 hours of halloween fun to over 200 members of the surrounding church 

community. Many of those who came from the neighborhood had never heard of us, others 

visited once or twice before and had not returned. This is a great step in letting the Harvey Park 

neighborhood know that our church is alive and well, and here to meet whatever need the 

community presents. I am so proud to be a part of this congregation and know that God will 

continue to bless our evangelistic and outreach efforts.  



  

 
 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER REQUEST LIST 
 

Pray For    Request   
 

Jana Rowe &family Death of her father 

Ramona Adkins      Health and relationships   

Pete       Health and relationships   

Catherine Matteo   Her situation now works  

Pat Johnston    Health & recovery  

Russ Lyons         Radiation  

LouAnn Ruybal             Health  

Jesse Salinas            Cancer 

Yolanda Gallardo      Surgery recovery  

Doris Wise             Health issues 

Stevie Olson       Afghanistan deployed 

Thom Albin      Surgery recovery 

Beth Maurer                 Healing prayers 

Paul Maurer        Healing prayers 

Don & Carol    Strength, healing & joy  

Kent                     Needs prayers 

Joey Lombardi             Deployment  

 

 

A THOUGHT 

ON TEAMWORK 

 

     Human progress never rolls in on the 

wheels of inevitability; it comes through the 

tireless efforts of people willing to be co-

workers with God. 

   Martin Luther King, Jr.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

1– Maurine Slatten 

1 – Bette London 

13 – Sena Collier 

18 – Kathy Albin 

19 – Edward Laso 

26 – Katharina Perryman 

29 – Lillian Andrews 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

9 –  Clair & Lucille Mamigonian 

 

 

 

 

JUST A THOUGHT 

ABOUT PRAYER 

 

     Our prayers may be awkward. Our 

attempts may be feeble. But since the power 

of prayer is in the one Who hears it and not 

in the one who says it, our prayers do make 

a difference. 

                     Max Lucado, pastor and author 



  

HARVEY PARK CHRISTIAN CHURCH     

3401 SOUTH LOWELL BLVD.    

DENVER CO 80236-2424    

Web Site – hpccdenver.org     

E-mail – hpccdenver@gmail.com 

    

     

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HPCC STAFF 
Pastor     Thom Albin 

Ministry Interns       Matthew & Taylor Smith 

Activities Coordinator  Carol Bilello 

Administrative Secretary  Betty VanArsdol 

Keyboardist   Jan Moore   

Choir Director   Sally Bishop 

Custodian    Jeff Case 

Wedding Director   Carol Bilello 

Hark Editor   Betty VanArsdol 
 

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

FOOTBALL TERMINOLOGY 
    In a never-ending effort to attract the unchurched, some churches have considered translating their unfamiliar 

terminology into familiar football phrases:  

   BLOCKING: Talking endlessly to the pastor at the church door and keeping everyone else from exiting.  

       DRAFT CHOICE: The decision to sit close to an air conditioning vent.  

          END ZONE: The pews.  

             EXTRA POINT: What you receive when you tell the preacher his sermon was too short.  

                ILLEGAL MOTION: Leaving before the benediction.  

    INTERFERENCE: Talking during the organ prelude.  

        TWO-MINUTE WARNING: The pastor's wife looking at her watch in full view of the pastor.  

           QUARTERBACK SNEAK: Sunday School teachers entering the building five minutes after classes began. 

 

OUR CHURCH  

CORNER 
 

 Outreach Ministries Last Month: 
 

Week of Compassion   $25.00 

Denver Rescue Mission   $35.00 

Reconciliation  $444.00 
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 ~ December 2017 ~  

Sun 
Mon 

Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1  

Rays of Hope 7  

2  

Hanging of the 

Greens 9:30 - 12 

 

3 Advent Begins 

S.S. – 9 

Worship – 10 

Rays of Hope – 3 

Christmas Bazaar 

4  

 

5  

Hilltoppers Dance 

Lessons 7 

6  

Bible Study 10 

Choir 5 

7  

Butterfly Book  

                     Club 7 

 

8  

Rays of Hope 7 

9  

Elders 9 

10  

 

S.S. – 9 

Worship – 10 

Rays of Hope – 3 

11  

 

12  

Admin Team 1:30  

HARK Deadline 

 

Hilltoppers Dance 

Lessons 7 

13  

Bible Study 10 

Choir 5 

14  

 

15  

Rays of Hope 7 

16  

 

17 DMF Offering 

S.S. – 9 

Worship – 10 

Rays of Hope – 3 

18  

 

19  

Hilltoppers Dance 

Lessons 7 

20  

Bible Study 10 

Choir 5 

21  

 

22  

Rays of Hope 7 

23  

 

24 DMF Offering 

S.S. – 9 

Worship – 10 

Rays of Hope – 3 

Christmas Eve    

                Service 6 

25  

Office Closed 

26  

Hilltoppers Dance 

Lessons 7 

27  

 

28  

 

29  

Rays of Hope 7 

30  

 

31  

S.S. – 9 

Worship – 10 

Rays of Hope – 3 

 

                          
 

 
 



  

 
 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 

SERVING SCHEDULE 
 

December 3, 2017   December 31, 2017  

   

Elder:  Stan Lewis  Stan Lewis 

Lectern: Ole Linden  Sharon Catlett 

Deacons:  Dave Perryman, Kara Van Horn,  

 Amir Turkpour, Taran Gingery  

Preparer:         Candy Faber  

Hospitality:   Betty London/Faye Davin       Don & Margaret 

Greeter:           Sparky Ullmer            Lindell & Sharon Catlett 

Scripture Reader: Mary Ullmer 

Kids Life: Kids in Worship 

 

 

 

 

December 10, 2017  

 

Elder:  Brad Steele        

Lectern: Alvin Hawkins   

Deacons: William Spalding, Ole Linden,  

Pam Hohnstein  

Preparer:  Candy Faber 

Hospitality:     Debbie Reher 

Greeter: Beth Maes 

Scripture Reader:  Joseph McDaniels 

Kids Life: Dena Catlett 

 

December 17, 2017      

 

Elder: Tony Bilello 

Lectern:  Lindell Catlett 

Deacons: Carol Bilello, Albert Arias, Michele Arias,  

 Alvin Hawkins, Ani Swedi 

Preparer: Candy Faber 

Hospitality:   Penny & Ole Linden 

Greeter:           Clair Mamigonian 

Scripture Reader: Edie Gamet 

Kids Life:  Kids in Worship 

 

 

 

 

December 24, 2017  

 

Elder:   Debbie Reher 

Lectern:     

Deacons: Clair Mamigonian, Ken Smith, Edward Laso,  

  Jennifer Laso, Elena Lopez 

Preparer: Candy Faber  

Hospitality:   Albert & Michele Arias 

Greeter:           Ray Stockham  

Scripture Reader:  Beth Maurer  

Kids Life:  Candy Faber 
 


