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Thom’s Thoughts 

 

May is a month of many things!  It’s got Mother’s Day of course.  It is good 

to remember our mothers and thank them for life and upbringing.  There is 

also Memorial Day.  We are moved by the memory of those who have died 

before us.  We also recall and celebrate women and men who gave their lives 

in service to our country.   

 

Then there are graduations.  High schools and colleges send their graduates 

off to the next stages of life.  We rejoice, and cry as we see our kids and 

grandkids growing up and moving forward.  Nowadays even middle school, 

elementary school and kindergarten have graduations.    

 

May is also the beginning of spring and summer.  We turn more fully to the 

kinds of activities that go with nicer weather…although we do keep in mind the Mother’s Day 

snow storm we have had each of the last two years!  A lot happens in the month of May! 

 

In the midst of all that happens comes the Christian celebration of God the Holy Spirit.  We call 

it Pentecost.  This year Pentecost is right in the middle of the month on May 15th.  So often 

people, including Christians, forget about Pentecost because there are so many other things 

happening.  Pentecost gets lost in the shuffle. 

 

Let’s not allow that to happen!  Let’s remember the meaning of Pentecost: God the Holy Spirit 

lives within his people, the Church!  Let’s remember the value of Pentecost: We have been 

given the power of God to do his works in this world!  Let’s remember the promise of 

Pentecost: All people can hear about the love and wonders of God our Savior.   

 

This year as we approach Pentecost let’s really celebrate it!  Let’s be thankful to God that our 

Dear Holy Spirit lives within us!  Let’s rejoice that Christ’s mission to save the world now rests 
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with his Church and that we can do what the Lord wants us to do because he has shared his 

power with his people!   

 

The day of Pentecost is as important as Christmas and Easter.  Let’s not allow it to get lost in all 

the other great things of May.  Let’s celebrate and live as Christians of Pentecost! 

 

In Christ, Thom    

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW --- 

 

Our Xcel Energy bill was $7,945.82 for 

2015?  That’s a lot of money! 

But, through the hard work in modernizing 

our furnaces, boilers, air conditioners and 

lighting that is down from a 2007 high of 

$12,698.45. 

We were able to change our Xcel Billing 

Code of Demand to Commercial Billing 

where the charges are based on the 

Kilowatts we consume each month.   

Demand billing is a rate based on the highest 

fifteen-minute usage anytime during the 

month.  If this usage goes over 25 KW 

anytime, we will be back to the much higher 

rate.  Our highest electrical usage is during 

the summer as we use the air-conditioners.   

During 2015, August and September had a 

Demand rate of 23.  The previous summer’s 

highest Demand was 24. 

Keep up the good work in maintaining good 

lighting and cooling stewardship.  It really 

makes a difference.  More of our church’s 

money can go to helping those around us 

and not to payments to Xcel Energy! 

 

 

 

MOORE 

 

     I want to thank my HPCC friends while 

I was under the weather (snow).  Thanks 

for the prayers, cards, phone calls, roses, 

candy and all the visits I received from 

smiling faces while I was trying to get back 

on my feet.  Thanks also for the ride home 

in the snow.  Toby, my dog, thanks you for 

letting him out every day.  

        Thank you again, Jan 



  

 

 

 

March 24, 2016 

 

Dear Church Partners and friends, 

 

The past two months have been quite an 

adventure for the FERN warehouse. In 

March, I was called into the office of the 

General Manager of RTD/Transdev thinking 

I was going to be told that the rent was 

going up, the remodel was off or some other 

disastrous news. Instead he told me that he 

was being transferred and I would be 

dealing with a new GM who would decide 

what to do about FERN. Needless to say, I 

prayed that the new GM would be 

sympathetic to our cause. God has answered 

our prayers by providing a new GM whose 

parents run a food pantry out of their church 

and that believes that providing space for 

FERN is a needed community service. He 

also feels that remodeling is too much work 

and expense for all of us. He has agreed to 

let us stay in our current space at the same 

low rate for an indefinite amount of time and 

is writing a lease to reflect that. When I 

informed the Denver Foundation of the 

change they pulled their promissory note for 

$35,000 because the funding wouldn’t be 

used for the remodel even after I assured 

them that there were many repairs that need 

to be done to our current space now that we 

knew we were staying. This past Tuesday, I 

received a call from the Daniels Fund telling 

me that the grant committee had decided not  

 

 

 

 

 

to give us the $50,000 capital improvement 

grant because they have changed their focus 

to programs for people to transition off 

emergency help rather than helping food 

pantries. So again, the money that we were 

counting on did not come through for the 

remodel. Looking back now I can see that 

God has been working on this problem for 

quite some time.   

While we were stressing out He was 

working to have the old GM transferred 

allowing a space for the new GM that 

understands the need for food pantry 

storage. That the funding has been pulled is 

disappointing because now we need to look 

for other ways to do the needed repairs to 

our current space. Many of you have given 

above and beyond your regular donations to 

help us raise close to $6,000 toward the 

remodel. These donations will now be used 

to do the repairs that we have been putting 

off, first to the forklift and then to the 

compressor on the refrigerator. Your support 

has meant more than I can tell you. Now I 

am waiting to see how God will reveal 

Himself to us as we continue to care for the 

needs in the community.  I’ll keep you 

posted. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Joyce Neufeld,  

Executive Director 

 

 



  

 

 

Pentecost DMF May 8 & 15 

 

     Did you ever plant something and then 

watch it grow with excitement and 

expectation?  That’s what we Disciples of 

Christ have been doing for over 15 years 

now!  We have been planting new churches!   

     We began in the year 2000 to take 

seriously the command of Jesus to make 

disciples.  Our former General Minister & 

President, Dick Hamm cast a vision for us to 

plant 1,000 new congregations by the year 

2020. 

     Let’s look at some history of how 

Disciples have planted churches in the past.  

In the 1950’s we started a total of 180 new 

churches.  In the 1960’s we only started 60.  

The 70’s were a little better.  We planted 70.  

Then we planted 130 in the 80’s and 120 in 

the 1990’s.   

    In that fifty year span we planted a total 

of 560 new Disciples congregations.  Less 

than half of those survive today.  Then we 

enthusiastically embraced the vision to plant 

1,000 new churches in 20 years.  Could it be 

done? 

     The latest figures show that we have 

planted 786 new churches in the last 15 

years!  We are actually doing it!  That is so 

exciting!  Those 786 new congregations 

have brought over 50,000 new people into 

the Disciples of Christ.  That is more than  

 

 

 

the other 3,800 existing churches combined 

over the same period.   

     Eighty percent of the churches we have 

planted in the last 15 years are still thriving!  

We are now among the leading church-

planting denominations in America!  Our 

Lord is at work in the Disciples of Christ!  

Thank you, Jesus! 

    The Pentecost Disciples Mission Fund 

(DMF) offering helps make this happen.  As 

with everything else, planting a new 

church costs money.  On May 8th and 15th 

you can join the New Church Movement 

among Disciples when we collect our 

Pentecost DMF Offering.   

     We ask you to do two things:  

 

1. Prayerfully make a generous 

financial gift on May 8th or 15th to 

help Disciples continue to plant 

new churches well beyond 2020.   

 

2. Pray each day that Disciples will 

continue to plant new churches all 

around North  

America so that we can bring 

another 50,000 people into 

salvation in Jesus Christ.  

 

     Let’s join the New Church Movement 

among Disciples!  Let’s give generous 

financial support to help plant new 

churches to reach more and more people for 

our Lord!  Let’s pray it thru so that the 

Church in America today becomes stronger 

and more influential in our world! 
 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EARTH DAY CELEBRATION 
 

    The Ministry Planning Team is planning 

an event for Earth Day on April 24th.  Peter 

Sawtell of Eco-Justice Ministries will share 

with us.  Then we'll have activities like 

planting a seed and games for kids. We're 

planning a sandwich lunch immediately 

following church.  Peter will speak at 12ish. 

See you at church and then to celebrate 

Earth Day. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAY 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

3 –Marge Medes 

16 – Mary Ullmer 

20 – Marthann Hinson 

21 – Blue Eagle 

24 – Michele Arias 

26 – Esther Ballew 

30 – Jan Moore 

 

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

23 – Carl & Dena Catlett 

24 – Albert & Michele Arias 

29 – Steve & Laura Olson 
 

 

 

PRAYER REQUEST LIST 
 

Pray For   Request   

 

Olga Martinez            Health issues  

Thank God for answered prayers and your  

         unyielding love 

Donna Lopez              Lower back  

Collier family Love & joy in family life 

Sena Collier       Healing in lungs  

Carl Catlett        Health concerns  

Ryan Catlett          Health healing  

Betty Speer        Health concerns  

Harmony   To find her way back & find God 

Jeff   To know God & peace with daughter 

Ruth      Spot on lung  

Joziah Muñoz      Health concerns 

Praise God for a new daughter-in-law and 

             her 15 year old son   

Diane Walker       Health concerns 

Kara Van Horn’s youngest brother   For God 

        to move in his heart and heal him. 

Thanks for HPCC.  God’s love to work on 

the hearts of all of our politicians and world 

leaders. 
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HPCC STAFF 
Pastor     Thom Albin 

Ministry Interns       Matthew & Taylor Smith 

Activities Coordinator  Carol Bilello 

Administrative Secretary  Betty VanArsdol 

Keyboardist   Jan Moore   

Choir Director   Sally Bishop 

Nursery    Veronica Ruiz 

Custodian    Donna Lopez 

Wedding Director   Carol Bilello 

Hark Editor   Betty VanArsdol 
 

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 
 

     A fifth grade teacher in a Christian school asked her class to watch TV commercials and see if they could 

use them in some way to communicate ideas about God. 

 

God is like…Alka-Seltzer – Try Him, you’ll like Him! 

 

God is like…Delta Faucets – He’s ready when you are. 

 
      

OUR CHURCH  

CORNER 
 

 Outreach Ministries Last Month: 
 

Timothy & Priscilla Fund  $350.00 

Community Ministry   $200.00 

Easter Offering  $683.00 

Week of Compassion  $130.85 

 

 

 



  

 ~ May 2016 ~  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  

S.S. – 9 

Worship – 10 

Rays of Hope – 3 
 

2  

Scouts 6:30 

3  
 

4  

Bible Study 10  

Choir 7  

 

5  

Butterfly Book Club 7 

6  
 

7  
 

8  

Pentecost DMF 

Mother’s Day 

S.S. – 9 

Worship – 10 

Rays of Hope – 3 
 

9  

Admin. Min 1:30 

Scouts 6:30 

10  
 

11  

Bible Study 10 

Brown Bag Book 

Club 12:30  

Choir 7  

 

12  
 

13  
 

14  

Workday 9 
 

SPRING FEAST 

15      PENTECOST 

 Pentecost DMF 

S.S. – 9 

Worship – 10 

Rays of Hope – 3 
 

16  

Scouts 6:30 

17  
 

18  

Bible Study 10  

Choir 7  

 

19  
 

20  

HARK 

DEADLINE 

CRMR MEN’S 

RETREAT 

21  

 
 

CRMR MEN’S 

RETREAT 

 

22  

S.S. – 9 

Worship – 10 

Rays of Hope – 3 
 

23  

Scouts 6:30 

24  
 

25  

Bible Study 10  

Choir 7  

 

26  

Troop 41 Committee 

7A.R. 

27  
 

28  

Hilltoppers Square 

Dance 7 
 

29  

S.S. – 9 

Worship – 10 

Rays of Hope – 3 
 

30  

Memorial Day 

Office Closed 

Scouts 6:30 

31  
 

 

 

   



  

 
 

 

MAY 

SERVING SCHEDULE 
 

May 1, 2016     

   

Elders:  Mike Budnik (C)   

Debi Budnik (O)  

Lectern:  

Deacons:  Dave Perryman, Pam Hohnstein, Taran Gingery,  

 Kara VanHorn 

Preparer:         Bette London  

Hospitality:    

Greeters:  Gene & Dee Gingery 

Nursery:   

Scripture Reader: Debi Budnik 

Kids Life: Kadie Huse 

Kids Life Helper:   

 

 

May 8, 2016 – Mother’s Day May 29, 2016 
 

Elders:  Brad Steele (C) Debbie Reher   

  Debbie Reher (O)  Brad Steele 

Lectern:    

Deacons: Alvin Hawkins, William Spalding,  

Ole Linden, Kadie Huse 

Preparer:  Bette London 

Hospitality:     Mother’s Day 

Greeter:           Debi Budnik               Dan Joslin 

Nursery:   

Scripture Reader: Donna Lopez        Ole Linden 

Kids Life:       Dena Catlett Donna Lopez 

Kids Life Helper:   Margaret Shane 

 

May 15, 2016      
 

Elders: Tony Bilello (C)     

Mary Ullmer (O) 

Lectern:   

Deacons: Carol Bilello, Albert Arias, Michele Arias,  

 J.T. Allen 

Preparer: Bette London 

Hospitality:   Pentecost 

Greeters:         Jerry & Dorothy Wilcoxen 

Nursery:  

Scripture Reader:     Lindell Catlett 

Kids Life:   Candy Faber 

Kids Life Helper:  Bette London 

 

 

May 22, 2016  

 

Elders:  Faye Davin (C)    

Stan Lewis (O) 

Lectern:     

Deacons: Clair Mamigonian, Ken Smith, Anthony Lopez,  

  Donna Lopez 

Preparer: Bette London  

Hospitality:   Lindell & Sharon Catlett 

Greeters:         Clair & Lucille Mamigonian  

Nursery:  

Scripture Reader:        Sharon Catlett 

Kids Life:  Debi Budnik  

Kids Life Helper: Blue Eagle 


