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Thom’s Thoughts 
 

It’s 2016!! Holy Moly!  Years seem to pass on more quickly.  But we’re having fun and 

doing the Lord’s work, so that’s okay.   

 

2016 will be an interesting year.  It is a Leap Year to begin with.  We have an extra day, 

so maybe 2016 will seem longer!  We can get even more accomplished!  But even before 

that, Lent begins! 

 

Ash Wednesday is February 10.  That is only a couple of weeks away.  Easter is early 

this year on March 27.  So it is time now to start thinking and praying about how you 

will examine your spiritual life during Lent.  You’ll see more about this in another article 

in this Hark.   

 

Another biggee is that this year I turn 60!  Aaaaa!!!  Wonderfully, that does not seem old at all.  Our grandson 

Julian will start kindergarten this fall as well.  Again, I do not feel old at all!   

 

One more thing that will make this year interesting is that Christmas Day December 25th is on a Sunday this 

year.  This is going to be a full and wonderful year!   

 

So what are we going to do about this wonderful year that lays before us?  I think there are three things we must 

put first above all else.  

 

1.  We must focus on and continue to strengthen our Christian faith by doing The 8 Things.  

Everything we do as a church and as individual Christians will be built on this foundation of spiritual 

growth and strength. 

 

2. We must very much more intentionally reach out to people evangelistically.  As we have seen, 2/3 

of the people around us have no religious practice in their life at all.  God has put us here to make a 

difference in that. 

 

3. We must continue to develop the ministry life of HPCC.  As more of us enter into ministry we will 

see our congregation grow stronger and healthier.  We will have a much greater impact on our 

community around us. 
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(continued) 

 

So, how does that boil down for each of us?  Do The 8 Things.  Invite the people you know to come to church 

with us.  Get involved in a ministry.  It actually is pretty simple.  In fact, most of us are already doing these 

three things.   
 

Let’s do all we can to make 2016 the best year Harvey Park Christian Church has ever had!  As we trust the 

Lord and rely completely on Him, we will see this reality come to pass.   
 

Welcome to 2016! 
 

In Christ, Thom   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Timothy & Priscilla Scholarship Fund 

 
We are a very generous congregation!  That is so 

cool!  When there is a need, we pray thru and dig 

deep to help as best we can.  We led the Central 

Rocky Mountain Region of the Disciples in 2014 in 

giving to the Disciples Mission Fund Christmas 

offering.  We give wonderfully to Community 

Ministries and to Colorado Christian Home at 

Tennyson.  We give way more to Week of 

Compassion than our size would imply.  We are a 

prayerfully generous church! 
 

Seminary education is one of the many other 

things into which we can pour our generosity.  

There are two things we need to know about this: 

 

1.  Fewer and fewer women and men are 

entering the ministry in the Disciples of 

Christ and many other churches.  Too 

often, when a person feels the Lord call 

them into ministry they decline because 

they just cannot afford the education.  

When someone does answer the call we 

the Church need to support them as 

strongly as we can. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Seminary costs way more than it used 

to.  In 1978 when our pastor Thom 

Albin entered seminary, a credit hour 

cost about $35.  Now, from a sampling 

of several seminaries, the cost is at least 

$400 per hour.  Some are $500 to $700 

and more!  It will continue to go higher. 

  

With these two things in mind we must do 

everything we can to help people afford the cost of 

seminary.  For this reason we have opened the 

Timothy & Priscilla Scholarship Fund.   

 

Timothy and Priscilla were both people whom 

Apostle Paul helped to follow the call from God to 

enter ministry.   

 

This fund will aid people here in Denver who are 

going to seminary.  Currently we are helping our 

ministry interns, Matthew & Taylor Smith as 

they attend Denver Seminary.  There will be others 

in years to come who will also be helped by your 

prayerful generosity.   

 

This fund was begun by very prayerful, generous 

offerings from some of our current members.  We 

will give you the opportunity to give to this 

scholarship fund on January 24th and 31st.   



  

 

   

 

 

 

Ash Wednesday is February 10 

 
The prayerful, reflective season of Lent is right 

around the corner.  Lent is the six week period 

leading up to Holy Week and Easter.  Traditionally 

this is a season of reflection on the state of our 

individual spiritual lives.  It is a time for asking 

questions.  Am I as close to the Lord as I want to 

be?  Am I as strong and mature a Christian as Jesus 

wants me to be?   

 

Lent is a season for enhancing our spiritual 

practices and disciplines.  Fasting, prayer, worship, 

Bible study and many other spiritual practices need 

to take front place in our lives during Lent.    

 

We will begin our Lenten season on Ash 

Wednesday February 10th.  We will have two ways 

for you to begin your Lent activities.   

 

First, there will be a modified Stations of the Cross 

set up in our Fellowship Hall leading into the 

sanctuary.  You can enter the Hall at the kitchen end 

and follow through several meditation stations 

based on the events of Jesus’ last hours before his 

death.  You can then enter the sanctuary where you 

will find a bowl of ashes for you to impose a cross 

onto your forehead. 

 

The second activity for Ash Wednesday will be a 

brief worship service in the sanctuary at 6 pm.  

We will sing and pray.  There will be a brief sermon 

followed by the imposition of ashes on your 

forehead.   

 

You can do both by coming early before the 

worship service and do the Stations of Cross.  We 

encourage everyone to participate in these 

beginnings for our season of Lent.  Bring a 

friend!  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week of Compassion 

February 21 & 28 

 

Does it sometimes seem that we hear about 

disasters somewhere every day?  It is the 

reality of the world today that some kind of 

natural disaster or human caused disaster 

happens nearly every day.  People all 

around the world need our prayerful, 

generous help! 
 

Week of Compassion is our Disciples 

ministry of response to disasters and human 

need all around the globe.  From the 

drinking water catastrophe in Flint, 

Michigan to hurricane relief to earthquakes, 

fires and war zones, our Week of 

Compassion is there to help! 

 

We can be part of this global helping 

ministry through our prayers and through 

our generous offerings.  We can pray for 

the people in these situations every day.   

 

On February 21st & 28th we will also have 

the privilege of giving our offerings to help 

Week of Compassion as they minister on 

our behalf in places we cannot go.  Please 

be prayerfully generous as we join Week 

of Compassion through our prayers and 

offerings.   



  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILI  

COOK OFF IS COMING! 
 

We’re reviving an old tradition here at 

HPCC.  The Chili Cook Off will take place 

after church on Sunday February 28th.   

Anyone may enter simply by bringing your 

best chili to church on that day for our 

lunch.   

 

Judges (that’s all of us) are encouraged to 

try several different chilies before voting.  

We will then vote in two ways. 

 

1. Put money in the bowl in front of 

the chili you like best. 

2. Bring canned goods for Grace 

Cupboard as your vote.  Pile them 

in front of the chili you like best.  

Your vote will count as the price 

of the canned goods.   

 

The chili that draws the highest vote will be 

proclaimed the winner of the HPCC 2016 

Chili Cook Off.  Your name will be 

inscribed on our honorable trophy!   

 

The canned goods will of course go into 

Grace Cupboard.  The funds raised will be 

used to help us send our HPCC kids to 

summer church camp.  Let’s have a great 

time with this.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

1 – Steve Olson 

6 – Alisa Allen 

8 – Ken Smith 

9 – Faye Davin 

10 – Dominik Duron 

15 – Joziah Duron 

18 – Jerry Wilcoxen 

25 – Dee Gingery 

28 – Rita Elmore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

12 – Anthony & Donna Lopez 

14 – Daniel Joslin & Marthann Hinson 
 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sheridan Square is Coming! 

 
On January 19th we had a great meeting with Molly 

McNerney and Kory Whitaker from Habitat for 

Humanity.  They came to tell us about the new 

project called Sheridan Square.  It is very exciting!  

Here is a way for HPCC to get hands on involved 

in the town of Sheridan!   

 

The town of Sheridan recently built a new school 

for kids in kindergarten through middle school.  

They then tore down the old Fort Logan 

Elementary.  The land has since been purchased by 

Habitat for Humanity to build Sheridan Square.   

 

Habitat will build 63 new homes on the 4.35 acre 

lot.  These will be duplexes and triplexes.  These 

homes will be sold to deserving families after a 

screening process.  The new homeowners will be 

given a 30-year 0% interest mortgage for their 

new home.  Owners must also put in 200 hours of 

“sweat equity” as the home is being built.   

 

As we have recently learned, Sheridan is the poorest 

community in Colorado.  Sheridan Square will be a 

wonderful boost for the community.  It will increase 

the owner occupancy rate in Sheridan.  It will 

increase the property tax base since the land was 

formerly not taxed as school property.  The project 

will increase the number of school age kids in 

Sheridan.  And it will include a nice, new park! 

 

Groundbreaking is scheduled for October of this 

year.  The project will continue through 2019.  

There will be great opportunities for us to be part of 

this project for the next few years.  We will keep 

you in the loop about progress.  Watch the Hark and 

the Outreach Table in Fellowship Hall for more 

news.   

 

Sheridan Square will be a huge blessing for our 

community.  Let’s pray it thru as we follow how the 

Lord wants HPCC to be part of this blessing 

project! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER REQUEST LIST 
 

Pray For     Request  
 

Matthew & Taylor Smith  

  As they begin seminary 

Pat Oskvarek       Health concerns  

Martin & Bishop families     

Riley Martin         Sinus cancer surgery 

Collier family       Health & place in life   

Aubrey 8 years old    Sledding accident  

Toni Gatzen        Eye surgery recovery  

Katharina Perryman                 Health issues 

Delaney Clements & parents   

        Comfort & strength  

Danny England   

                         Safety & success in England 

Bill England       Skin cancer treatment   
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HPCC STAFF 
 

Pastor     Thom Albin 

Ministry Interns       Matthew & Taylor Smith 

Activities Coordinator  Carol Bilello 

Administrative Secretary  Betty VanArsdol 

Keyboardist   Jan Moore   

Choir Director   Sally Bishop 

Nursery    Veronica Ruiz 

Custodian    Donna Lopez 

Wedding Director   Carol Bilello 

Hark Editor   Betty VanArsdol 
 

 

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 
 

It is noble and generous of you to let your spouse have the last say--- 

EXCEPT at an auction sale. 

 

Money doesn’t talk these days--- 

It just goes without saying anything. 

OUR CHURCH  

CORNER 

 Outreach Ministries Last Month: 
 

Evangelism Fund   $91.59 

Timothy & Priscilla Fund   $1000.00 

Christmas Offering   $2118.00 

Week of Compassion  $35.00 

Tennyson Center for Children  $1161.00 

Doctors Without Borders  $100.00 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 ~ February 2016 ~  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  

Scouts 6:30  

2  

Hilltoppers Dance 

Lessons 7:00 

3  

Bible Study 10 

Choir 7 

4  

Butterfly Book Club 7 

5  

Rays of Hope 7 

6  
 

7 Boy Scout Sunday 

S.S. – 9 

Worship – 10 

KIDS LIFE – 10 

Rays of Hope – 3 

CYF – 4  

8  

Admin. Min. 1:30  

Scouts 6:30  
 

9  

Hilltoppers Dance 

Lessons 7 

10 Bible Study 10 

Brown Bag Book 

Club 12:30 

Choir 7 

Ash Wednesday 

Worship GP 6PM 

11  
 

12  

Rays of Hope 7 

13  

Elders 8 

Workday 9 

Ministry Planning 

Team 9:45 

14 S.S. – 9 

Worship – 10 

KIDS LIFE – 10 

Rays of Hope – 3 

Board Meeting 

CYF – 4 

15  

Scouts 6:30 
 

16  

Hilltoppers Dance 

Lessons 7 

17  

Bible Study 10 

Choir 7:00 
 

18  
 

19  

Rays of Hope 7 

 

SNOW DAZE II 

20  

HARK DEADLINE 

 

SNOW DAZE II 

21 S.S. – 9 

Worship – 10 

KIDS LIFE – 10 

Rays of Hope – 3 

Week of Compassion 

Offering 

CYF – 4 

SNOW DAZE II 

22  

Scouts 6:30 
 

23  

Hilltoppers Dance 

Lessons 7 

24  

Bible Study 10 

Choir 7:00 
 

25  
 

26  

Rays of Hope 7 

27  

Hilltoppers Square 

Dance 7 
 

28 Chili Cookoff 

S.S. – 9 

Worship – 10 

KIDS LIFE – 10 

Rays of Hope – 3 

Week of Compassion 

Offering 

CYF – 4 

29  

Leap Day  

Scouts 6:30  

. 

 

  



  

 
 

FEBRUARY  

SERVING SCHEDULE 
 

February 7, 2016     

   
Elders:  Mike Budnik (L)   

Debi Budnik (C)   

Mike Budnik (O)   

Deacons:  Dave Perryman, Pam Hohnstein, Taran Gingery,  

 Kara VanHorn 

Preparer:         Don & Margaret Shane  

Hospitality:   Mamigonians & Wilcoxens 

Greeter:           Debi Budnik  

Nursery:   

Scripture Reader: Tony Bilello 

Kids Life: Michele Arias 

Kids Life Helper: 

 

 

February 14, 2016  
 

Elders:  Brad Steele (L)    

Debbie Reher (C)      

Brad Steele (O)     

Deacons: Alvin Hawkins, William Spalding,  

Ole Linden, Kadie Huse 

Preparer:  Don & Margaret Shane 

Hospitality:     Candy Faber & Rita Elmore 

Greeters: Steve & Laura Olson 

Nursery:   

Scripture Reader: Michele Arias  

Kids Life: Dena Catlett 

Kids Life Helper: 

 

 

February 21, 2016      
 

Elders: Sally Bishop (L)   

Mary Ullmer (C)     

Tony Bilello (O)   

Deacons: Carol Bilello, Albert Arias, Michele Arias,  

 J.T. Allen 

Preparer: Don & Margaret Shane 

Hospitality:   Budniks 

Greeter:           Dan Joslin 

Nursery:  

Scripture Reader: Denise Albin 

Kids Life:   Sally Bishop 

Kids Life Helper: 
 

 

February 28, 2016  

 

Elders:  Anthony Lopez (L)    

Stan Lewis  (C)    

Faye Davin (O)     

Deacons: Clair Mamigonian, Ken Smith, Anthony Lopez,  

  Donna Lopez 

Preparer: Don & Margaret Shane  

Hospitality:   Chili Cook Off 

Greeter: 

Nursery:  

Scripture Reader:   Edie Gamet 

Kids Life: Debi Budnik  

Kids Life Helper 


